
Frequently Asked Questions about the Proposed Millage for 

the Brownstown Police Department 

What specific language will appear on the August 2nd ballot? 

Special Assessment for Police Department 

Should the Charter Township of Brownstown raise additional money to equip, maintain, and operate the 

Township Police Department by an annual special assessment millage of 2.00 mills in the first year ($2.00 per 

$1,000.00 of taxable value) on all real property in the Township that is not exempt from property taxes. If 

approved and fully levied in December 2022, the revenue from this additional special assessment collected in 

the first year would be $2,247,000.00. 

Why is there a need for an increase in police funding? 

The police department has not had a millage increase since 1986 (36 years). Our staffing is now lower per 

capita and square mile than any other Downriver community. The proposed increase would allow the Police 

Department to hire six additional officers and add extra support staff; this will allow for better police coverage 

throughout the township and bring us closer to the FBI recommended number of officers per capita. For more 

information, please visit the millage website at: https://www.brownstown-

mi.org/government/township_departments/public_safety/2021_public_safety_millage_request.php  . 

In 2022, it is projected that approximately $500,000 will be transferred from the Township General Fund into 

the police budget, to cover necessary operations. Approval of the millage would allow for these funds to remain 

in the general fund to be utilized for other needs within the Township (i.e., roads, recreation, senior services, 

etc.).  

 

How much do I pay in property taxes? 

For the Fiscal Year 2021, the township portion of your property tax levy was 11.9971. The vast majority 

(approximately 75%) of your tax payment goes to Wayne County, public schools, and other entities. Only 

approximately $0.25 of every dollar collected goes toward Brownstown Township's services. This means that 

Brownstown would collect $1,199 on a home valued at $200,000 (taxable value of $100,000). 

For more information, please visit the millage website at https://www.brownstown-

mi.org/government/township_departments/public_safety/2021_public_safety_millage_request.php. 
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How much will my property taxes increase if the proposed millage is 

approved? 

ASSESSED HOME VALUE TAXABLE VALUE ANNUAL TAX INCREASE MONTHLY TAX INCREASE 

$100,000 $50,000 $100 $8.33 

$180,000 – Median Home Value $90,000 $180 $15.00 

$200,000 $100,000 $200 $16.67 

$300,000 $150,000 $300 $25.00 

$500,000 $250,000 $500 $41.67 

Why do we need to pay more taxes when Brownstown has so much 

development? 

Although Assessed Values have increased over the last decade due to the economic recovery, the township did 

not benefit proportionately from the revenue increase through tax revenues. The State of Michigan has a general 

constitutional restraint on the growth in taxable value. Specifically, Proposal “A” and the Headlee Amendment 

prevents local government units from sharing in the benefit of any substantial market growth in existing 

property values. Headlee requires the Township to reduce its millage when the annual increase exceeds the rate 

of inflation. Millage rates are rolled back (reduced), so the rate of tax revenue is no more than the rate of 

inflation. Proposal “A” limits revenue on a single property owner’s parcel by the inflation rate, and Headlee 

curtails the total tax base of the Township through the millage reduction – roll back.  

As a result, Brownstown did not return to its pre-recession taxable value until just last year (2021). For more 

information, please visit the millage website at: https://www.brownstown-

mi.org/government/township_departments/public_safety/2021_public_safety_millage_request.php . 
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Shouldn’t Brownstown’s growing population – more people paying more 

taxes – contribute to generating more revenue for the Township? 

Numerous state and national Cost of Community Services (COCS) studies have concluded that residential 

developments require more expenditures from the local municipality they are located in than the revenue they 

generate. This is because of the many services – local road maintenance, water, sewer maintenance, waste 

management – that residential developments and residents require. 

The results of a COCS study are in the form of an easy-to-understand ratio that compares how many dollars of 

local government services are required for every dollar in taxes collected. A ratio greater than 1.0 means that for 

every dollar of revenue collected from a given category of land, more than one dollar is spent on services for 

that land. A ratio below 1.0 means the government spends less on services for the land than it receives in tax 

revenue, resulting in a net gain. 

These studies – conducted since the 1980s in a variety of communities throughout the country, including the 

State of Michigan – usually conclude that residential developments contribute less in revenue than they require 

in government expenditures while agricultural, commercial, industrial, and open space lands contribute more in 

revenue than they require in expenditures. 

How often do I have to pay Township taxes? 

Township taxes are levied once a year on your winter tax bill. 

What will happen if the proposed millage is NOT approved in August? 

If the proposed millage is not approved in August,  

 Police staffing will remain stagnant 

 Future needs in the Police Department will require additional support from the Township General Funds 

to maintain current police operations. This will reduce available General Fund revenue for other needs 

within the Township (i.e., roads, recreation, senior services, etc.). 

 The inability to increase staffing to keep pace with the growth of the Township. 

 A negative impact on employee retention and recruitment. 

 A negative impact on crucial training programs for police. 

 Extending equipment lifespan beyond accepted best practices and standards. 

 A negative impact on the ability to add additional community outreach programs. 

 Potentially longer wait times for both emergency and non-emergency responses. 

Will the proposed millage be used to fund non-police-related expenditures? 



No, this will be used exclusively for police operations. All funds generated from the millage will be utilized for 

Brownstown Township police operations and not any other entity.  

How many police officers are on the road, and how many are at headquarters 

currently? 

Patrol services – 16 Officers who cover four shifts. With shift relief and time off, typically, each shift will have 

3-4 Officers working. 

Patrol Supervision - 4 Sergeants, 1 Lieutenant. With shift relief and time off, a minimum of one supervisor per 

shift is maintained. 

Support Services/Investigations – 1 Lieutenant, 2 Sergeants, 3 Investigators, 1 School Resource Officer. 

Administration - 1 Lieutenant, 1 Deputy Chief, 1 Chief of Police. 

How would hiring new officers affect staffing and operations? 

If the proposed millage is approved, the Township plans to hire six additional police officers and additional 

support staff. 

These six officers and support staff will provide for: 

 Additional neighborhood patrols, safety, and engagement throughout the township. 

 Increased focus on the quality of life issues affecting Township neighborhoods (i.e., traffic issues, 

nuisance complaints, thefts, damaged property, etc.).  

 Traffic safety, education, and awareness. 

 Maintaining adequate staffing in the Detective Bureau – major, violent, and forensic crime investigation. 

 Reestablishing the K-9 Unit. 

 Increased community outreach and engagement. 

 Adding public safety dispatchers/PSO staff. 

 Improvement in new officer recruiting and retention.  

 Improved officer safety and wellness.  

 Increase training in all aspects of policing.  

How has the township used grant monies to support its police operations? 

The Police Department has been awarded numerous grants in the last few years that provided funds to support 

the following purchases, improvements, and initiatives: 

 Body-Worn Cameras. 

 Bulletproof vests. 



 Accreditation (Process to establish and maintain best practices through a rigorous assessment of agency 

policies, procedures, and practices based on standards established and evaluated by a third-party 

governing body (Michigan Law Enforcement Accreditation Commission).   

 Traffic safety. 

o Drunk driving enforcement. 

o Click-it-or-Ticket (seat belt enforcement). 

o Distracted driving enforcement. 

 Dispatch training. 

 Mental health training. 

The department actively seeks grant opportunities, including COPS Grant funding for hiring officers. 

Unfortunately, most of the grant opportunities for Police Departments are one-time funds. These funds help 

purchase equipment and target initiatives but do not provide reliable revenue for ongoing costs. 

What is the amount of property taxes per average single-family home vs. 

average apartment dweller? 

Apartments cannot be compared with single-family home tax rates.  Apartments are commercial properties, 

owners are liable for the property taxes, and they pay taxes at the non-homestead rate. 

Commercial property is subject to the school operating millage. Typically, they pay an additional 18 mills (an 

additional $18 for every $1,000 of taxable value). 

Single-family homeowners pay taxes based on the taxable value of their home at the homestead millage rate. 

Taxable value for each property is recalculated annually as follows: Prior year taxable value minus any physical 

loss, times the inflation rate, plus any new physical improvements to the property. 

Typically, the longer you own a property, the lower your taxable value; therefore, your tax bill is lower. This 

reduction in tax revenue is due to Proposal “A,” which only allows taxes to increase with the rate of inflation or 

5%, whichever is less.  The assessment and SEV reflect the market value, but taxes are paid on the taxable 

value, NOT the assessed value. 

What has the Police Department done to improve accountability and 

transparency to the public? 

We have done several things over the last couple of years to modernize and improve our department to provide 

better and more transparent service to the public.  

One thing that the Township has done is provide all of our police officers with body-worn cameras. While the 

cameras have a significant ongoing cost, they improve our transparency and accountability and provide 

additional protection for our officers and the public.  

We have also begun the process for Accreditation through the Michigan Law Enforcement Accreditation 

Commission. Although we have received grant funding for some of this, there will be some budget impact as 

we strive to maintain best practices and modernize our operations. 



Many of our initiatives have no impact on the budget. We have made several policy changes to support current 

national initiatives, including addressing choke holds and neck restraints, duty to intervene, de-escalation, and 

meaningful review of our use of force incidents.  

Additionally, the Police Department has implemented a program through “Know Your Force.” By scanning a 

QR code on an officer’s business card, residents can offer feedback about our police department.  

The culture and goals of the Police Department have also been directed toward a community policing 

philosophy where community policing is a mindset for all members of the agency, rather than a unit or division 

of the department.  

Can we get more details about what the millage is for? 

Yes. We have outlined all expenditures on our website at https://www.brownstown-

mi.org/government/township_departments/public_safety/2021_public_safety_millage_request.php .  The police millage 

supports primary operations for police services. It includes, but is not limited to, response to investigations of 

criminal offenses, crime prevention, traffic safety, school safety, critical incident/natural disaster response and 

mitigation, and other efforts facilitating engagement and community-centric policing. 

Does Brownstown have an emergency notification system? 

Yes, we subscribe to Hyper-Reach Emergency Notification Services. Anyone can subscribe for free at 

http://hyper-reach.com/mibrownstownsignup.html or by calling or texting 734.789.3770. You can also scan this 

QR code: 
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